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Salt didolvcd, upon fixation, returns to its affected cubes, and 
regular figures of minerals, as the hexagonal of chrydal, artd 
Jlellar figure of the done aderia. Glanville. 

Ste'jllate. adj. [ ftellatus, Latin.] Pointed in the manner of 
a painted dar. 

One making a regulus of antimony, without iron, found 
his regulus adorned with a more confpicuous dar than I have 
feen in feveral ftellate regulus’s of antimony and mars. Boyle. 

Stella'tion. n. f. [from ftella .] Emiflion of light as from a 
{far. 

Stelli'ferous. adj. [ftella and fero.] Having dars. Didi. 

Ste'llion. n.f. [ Jlellio, Latin.] A newt. Ainfworth . 

Ste'llionate. n f [Jleliionat , French; ftellioriatus , Latin.] 
A kind of crime which is committed [in law] by a deceitful 
felling of a thing otherwife than it really is: as, if a man 
(hould fell that for his own eftate which is actually another 
man’s. 

It difcerneth of crimes of ftcllionate, and the inchoations 
towards crimes capital, not actually committed. Bacon . 

Stem, n.f [ftemma, Latin.] 

1. The Falk; the twig. 

Two lovely berries molded on one ftem, 

So with two Teeming bodies, but one heart. Shakefpeare. 
After they are fird (hot up thirty foot in length, they fpread 
a very large top, having no bough nor twig in the trunk or 
Jlem. Raleigh's Hijtory of the World. 

Set them aflope a reafonable depth, and then they will put 
forth many roots, and fo carry more (hoots upon a ftem. Bacon. 

This, ere it was in th’earth, 

God made, and ev’ry herb, before it grew 

On the green ftem. Milt. Farad. Loft. 

The Item thus threaten’d and thefap in thee, 

Drops all the branches of that noble tree. Waller: 

Farewell, you flow’rs, whofe buds with early care 
I watch'd, and to the chearful fun did rear: 

Who now (hall bind your ftem ? or, when you fall. 

With fountain dreams your fainting fouls recall ? Dryden. 

The low’ring Spring with lavifh rain 
Beats down the {lender ftem and bearded grain. Dryden 

2. Family; race; generation, 


Pedigrees are drawn in the form 


of a branching tree. 


and let us fear 

Shakefpeare's Henry V. 


This is a ftem 
Of that victorious dock, 

Ilis native mightinefs. 

I will aday her worth to celebrate, 

And fo attend ye toward her glittering date ; 

Where ye may all, that are of noble ftem, 

Approach. Milton. 

Whofoever will undertake the imperial diadem, mud have 
of his own wherewith to fupport it; which is one of the rea- 
fons that it hath continued thefe two ages and more in that 
ftem, now fo much fpoken of. How cl’s Vccal Foreft. 

Do’d thou in hounds afpire to deathlefs fame ? 

Learn well their lineage and their ancient ftem. Tickell. 

3. [Stammcn, Swedifh ] The prow or forepart of a (hip. 
Orante’s barque, ev’11 in the hero’s view. 

From ftem to dern, by waves was overborn. Dryden. 

To Stem. v.a. [ftamma, Iflandick.] To oppofe a current; 
to pafs crofs or forward notwithdanding the dream. 

They on the trading flood, 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the cape 

Ply, ftemming nightly tow’rd the Pole. Milt. Par. Lojl. 

Above the deep they raife their fcaly creds. 

And ftem the flood with their creeled breads. Denham. 

In (hipping fuch as this, the Irifh kern 
And untaught Indian, on the dream did glide, 

Ere (harp-keel’d boats to ftem the flood did learn, 

Or fin-like oars did fpread from either fide. Dryden. 

At length Erafmus, that great injur’d name, 

Stemin'd the wild torrent of a barb’rous age, 

And drove thofe holy Vandals off the dage. Pope. 

Stench, n.f [fromytencan, Saxon.] 

1. A dink ; a bad fmell. 

Death, death ; oh amiable and lovely death ! 

Thou odoriferous ftench , found rottennefs, 

Arife forth from thy couch of lading night. Shakef. K. John. 

So bees with fmoke, and doves with ncifome ftench, 

Are from their hives, and houfes, driv’n away. Shakefpeare. 
Phyficians by the ftench of feathers cure the rifing of the 
mother. Bacon's Nat. Hi/lory. 

The minidery will be found the fait of the earth, the only 
thing that keeps focieties of men from ftench and corruption. 

South's Sermons. 

The hoary Nar, 

Corrupted with the ftench of fulphur flows. 

And into Tiber’s dreams th’ infeCted current throws. Addif 

2. I find it ufed once for a good fmell. 

Black bulls and bearded goats on altars lie, 

And clouds of fav’ry ftench involve the (ky. Dryden. 

To Stench, v.a. [from the noun.] 
j. To make to dink. 

The foulnefs of the ponds only ftencheth the water. Mortim . 
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2, [For fiaunch, corruptly.] Toftop; to hinder to flow 

'J hey had better (kill to let blood than ftench it K n, 

Reftringents to ,ftench and incraffatives to thicken the bWj' 

Stenography. n.f. [ fait and 

O the accurd fienography of date ! 

The princely eagle (hrunk into a bat. qi 

Stentoropho'nick, adj. [from Stentor, the HotnericalS' 
whofe voice was as loud as that of fifty men, and 0 J| 
voice.] Loudly fpeaking or founding. ' ,a 

Of this ftentorophonick horn of Alexander there is a U 
preferved in the Vatican. Derham's PhvNo-T/J^ 

To STEP. v.n. [ytceppan, Saxon ; ftappen,D uteb.] 

1. i o move by a dngle change of the place of the foot 

Whofoever fird after the troubling the water [tepMm 
made whole. J ^ w 5 was 

One of our nation hath proceeded fo far, that he was aide' 
by the help of wings, in a running pace to Jnp conftantiv t,„ 
yards at a time. WilkinCs ^ 1 " 

2. I o advance by a fudden progreflion. 

Ventidius lately 

Bury’d his father, by whofe death he’s ftepp'd 

Into a great eftate. ShakeJp. Timm of Mini 

3. To move mentally. 

When a perfon is hearing a fermon, he may give hh 
thoughts leave to ftep back fo far as to recoiled the feveral 



heads. 


They are ftepping almod three thoufand years back in tea he 


true mirrour of that ancient 
Pope's Preface to the Iliad. 


remoted antiquity, the only 
world. 

4. To go; to walk. 

I am in blood 

Stept in fo far, that, (hould I wade no more, 

Returning were as tedious as go o’er. Shakefp , Macbeth, 

The old poets ftep in to the affidance of the medalift. Addif. 

5. To take a diort walk. 

See where he comes : fo pleafe you, ftep afide; 

I’ll know his grievance. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

My brothers, when they faw me wearied out. 

Stepp'd , as they faid, to the next thicket-fide 
To bring me berries. Milton. 

When your mader wants a fervant who happens to be 
abroad, anfwer, that he had but jud that minute jtept out. 

Swift's Directions to Servants. 

6. To walk gravely and (lowly. 

Pyrrhus, the mod ancient of all the badiaws, ftept forth, 
and, appealing unto his mercies, earnedly requefted him to 
fpare his life. Knollcs's Hi/lory of the Turks. 

When you ftepp'd forth, how did the mondcr rage, 

In fcorn of your foft looks and tender age ! Cowley. 

Home the fwain retreats, 

His flock before him J'tepping to the fold. Thomfon's Summer. 

Step. n.f. [ycaep, Saxo n-, ftap, Dutch.] 

1. Progredion by one removal of the foot. 

Thou found and firm-fet earth, 

Hear not my fteps , which way they walk. Shakefp, Macbeth, 
Ling’ring perdition, worfe than any death 
Can be at once, (hall ftep by ftep attend 
You and your ways. Shakefpeare’s Tempeft. 

Who was the fird to explore th’ untrodden path, 

When life was hazarded in every ftep? Addijon’s Cato. 

2 . One remove in climbing; hold for the foot; a dair. 

While Solyman lay at Buda, Even bloody heads of bilhops, 
(lain in the battle, were all fet in order upon a wooden ftep. 

Knolles's Hiftory of $e Turks- 
The breadth of every fingle ftep or dair (hould be never les 
than one foot, nor more than eighteen inches. a-T' 

Thofe heights where William’s virtue might have ftaid, 
And on the fubjeCl world look’d fafely down, 

By Marlbro’ pafs’d, the props and fteps were made 
Sublimer yet to raife his queen’s renown. ^ > !°\\. 

It was a faying among the ancients, truth lies in a u e , 
and, to carry on this metaphor, we may judly fay, that logic' 
does fupply us with fteps, whereby we may go down to reac 

the water. f / 

3. Quantity of fpace paffed or meafured by one remova o 

Thegradus, a Roman meafure, maybe tranflated 
the half of a paffus or pace. Arbuthnot on ot 

4. A fmall length; a fmall fpace. 

T here is but a ftep between me and death. 

5. Walk ; paflage. 

O may thy pow’r, propitious dill to me, 

Conduct my Jteps to find the fatal tree 
In this deep fored. 

6. Progreffion; aft of advancing. . r rom 

To derive two or three general principles of m0tl ° san d 
phenomena, and afterwards to tell us how the P r0 P e *„ jf e ft 
aCtions of all corporeal things follow from tho ® ^ 

principles, would be a very great ftep in phtlo op ^ 
thecaufes of thofe principles were not yet dilcovere 

One 


So. xx. 3’ 


Dryden i 


£n. 
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n . ;„;„rv is bed defended by a fecond, and this by a third: 

, ? h "fe L/the old mailers of the palace in France became 
Tfiers of the kingdom; and by thefefeu a general, during 
pleafure, might have grown into a general for life, 

T'lw querift muft riof proceed too fwiftly towards the deter- 

mination ° S his P oilit > that he mv i wl ' h more . eafe 
learrter to thofe principles/^ by fte h from whence the final 

conclufion will arife. 

7 ' hencelftrea “ok her flight, and here 

The prints of her departing fteps appear. Dryden s Virgil. 

g. Gait; manner of walking. 

Sudden from the golden throne 
With a fubmillive ftep I haded down ; 

The glowing garland from my hair I took, . 

Love in my heart, obedience in my look. Prior. 

n Addon; indance of condudl. . r 

9 ‘ The reputation of a man depends upon the fird fteps he 

makes in the world. 

Step in compofition, fignifies one who is related only by mar- 
r ; a ae [Steop, Saxon, from yze pan, to deprive or make an or¬ 
phan • for the Saxons not only faid a ftep-mother, but a ftep- 
daughter, or ftep-fin; to which it indeed, according to this 
etymology, more properly belongs: but as it is now feldom 
applied but to the mother, it feems to mean, in the mind of 
thofe who ufe it, a woman who has Jlepped into the vacant 

place of the true mother.] . 

How (hould their minds chufe but mifdoubt, led this dilci- 
pline, which always you match with divine dodlrine as her 
natural and true filter, be found unto all kinds of knowledge 
a jtep-mother. _ Hooker . 

His wanton ftep-dame loved him the more; 

But when (he faw her offered fweets refufe, 

Her love (lie turn’d to hate. Ftairy §hieen. 

You (hall not find me, daughter. 

After the flander of mod ftep-mothers , 

Ill-ey’d unto you. Shakef Cymheline. 

A father cruel, and a ftep-dame falfe. Shakefpeare. 

Cato the elder, being aged, buried his wife, and married 
a young woman : his fon came to him, and faid, Sir, what 
have I offended, that you have brought a ftep-mother into your 
houfe ? The old man anfwered, Nay, quite the contrary, fon ; 
thou pleafed me fo well, as I would be glad to have more 
fuch. Bacon . 

The name of ftep-dame, your pra&is’d art. 

By which you have edrang’d my father’s heart. 

All you have done againd me, or defign, 

Shows your averfion, but begets not mine. Dryd. Aurengz: 

A ftep-dame too I have, a curfed fhe. 

Who rules my hen-peck’d fire, and orders me. Dryden: 
Any body would have gued'ed mifs to have been bred up 
under the influence of a cruel ftep-dame , and John to be the 
fondling of a tender mother. Arbuihn. Hijl. of John Bull. 
Ste'ppingstone. n.f. [ftep and ftone.~\ Stone laid to catch 
the foot, and fave it from wet or dirt. 

Like fteppingftones to fave a ftride. 

In dreets where kennels are too wide. Swift. 

Stercora'ceous. adj. [ftercoraceus, Latin.] Belonging to 
dung; partaking of the nature of dung. 

Green juicy vegetables, in a heap together, acquire a heat 
equal to that of a human body; then a putrid ftercoraceous 
tade and odour, in tade refembling putrid flelh, and in fmell 
human feces. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Stercora/tion. n.f [from ftercora , Latin.] The a£t of 
dunging; the aid of manuring with dung. 

1 he fird help is ftercoration: the dieeps dung is one of the 
bed, and next the dung of kine, and that of horfes. Bacon . 

Stercoration is feafonable. Evelyn's Kalendar . 

The exteriour pulp of the fruit ferves not only for the fecu- 
rity of the feed, whild it hangs upon the plant, but, after it is 
fallen upon the earth, for the ftercoration of the foil, and pro¬ 
motion of the growth, though not the fird germination of the 
c Lrcfinal plant. Kay on the Creation. 

o r ereo'graphy. n.f. [rrpco? and y^dtyca ; Jlereographie, Fr.] 
c ^ art drawing the forms of folids upon a plane. Harris. 
tereo'metry. n.f. [re^ro? and psTgioo ; Jlereometrie, French.] 
l^art °f. nieafuring all forts of folid bodies. Harris. 

ER 1 L. adj. [Jlevile, French ; fierilis, Latin ] Barren; un¬ 
fruitful ; not produdfive ; wanting fecundity. 

Our elders fay. 

The barren, touched in this holy chafe. 

Shake off their fteril curfe. Shakefp. Julius Ccefar. 

Thy fea marge^ fteril, and rocky hard. Shakef. Tempeft '. 
in ver y fteril years corn fown will grow to another kind. 

rp Bacon’s Natural Hijlory. 

1 o leparate feeds, put them in water : fuch as are corrupted 
zn \Jteril fwim. Brown's Vulgar Errours . 

ode is grown fteril and barren, and her births of animals 
are now very inconfiderable. Move's Antidote agairj't Atheifm . 

w hen the vegetative dratum was once wa(hed off by rains, 
*ne mils would have become barren, the drata below yield- 
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ing only mnfifk and mineral matter, fuch as wasujl M 

the formation of vegetables. ... . . 

Sterility, n.f. [JhrUite, French; Jienhlas, from Jtenus, 
Latin.] Barrenness ; want of fecundity; unfruitfulnefs. 

Spain is thin fown of people, by reafon of theftenhty of 
the foil, and becaufe their natives are exhauded by fo many 
employments in fuch vad territories. Bacon s War with Spain, 
An eternal fterility mud have poffifled. the world, where all 
things had been fadened everladingly with the adamantine 
chains of (pecifick gravity, if the Almighty had not faid. Let 
the earth bring forth grafs, the herb yielding feed, and the 
fruit-tree yielding fruit. , . he J le y s Sermons* 

He had more frequent occafion for repetition than any poet; 
vet one cannot aferibe this to any, fterility of expreffion, but to 
the genius of his times, which delighted in thefe reiterated 
verf °. Pope's EJfay on Homer. 

To Ste'rilize. v.a. [from fteril.] To make barren ; to de¬ 
prive of fecundity, or the power of produaion- 

May we not as well fuppofe the fterihzing the earth was 
fufpended for fome time, kill the deluge became the execu¬ 
tioner of it ? Woodward's Natural Hijtory: 

Go! fterilize the fertile with thy rage. Savage. 

Stealing, adj. [Of this word many derivations have been 
offered; the mod probable of which is that odered by Cam¬ 
den, who derives it from the Eafterlings, who were employed 

as coiners.] . .. . 

1. An epithet by which genuine Englidi money is difcnminated. 

The king’s treafure of dore, that he left at his death, 
amounted unto eighteen hundred thouland pounds fterhng. 

Bacon s Henry VII. 

Several of them would rather chufe to count out a fum in 
federces than in pounds fterling. Addif on. 

2. Genuine; having pad the ted. . 

There is not one fingle witty phrafe in this collection* 
which hath not received the damp and approbation of one 
hundred years: he may therefore be fecure to find them all 
genuine, fterling, and authentick. Swift's Polite Converfation « 

Stealing, n. f.[flerlingum, low Lat. from the adjective.] 

1. Englidi coin ; money. 

This vifionary various projects tries. 

And knows that to be rich is to be wife: 

By ufeful obfervation he can tell 

The facred charms that in true fterling dwell ; 

How gold makes a patrician of a flave, 

A dwarf an Atlas, a Therntes brave. Garth „ 

Great name, which in our rolls recorded dands. 

Leads honours, and protects the learned bands, 

Accept this odering to thy bounty due, 

And Roman wealth in Englidi fterling view. C. Arbuthnot . 

2. Standard rate. 

STERN, aaj. [fcyjm, Saxon.] 

1. Severe of countenance; truculent of afpe£t. 

Why look you dill fo ftem and tragical. Shakef. H. Vf« 

I would outdare the fterneft eyes that look. 

Outbrave the heart mod daring on the earth. 

Pluck the young fucking cubs from the (he-bear. 

Yea, mock the lion when he roars for prey, 

To win thee, lady. ShakeJ. Merchant of Venice. 

It (hall not be amifs here to prefent the ftem but lively coun¬ 
tenance of this fo famous a man. Knolles's Hij't. of the Turks. 

Gods and men 

Fear’d her ftem frown, and fhe was queen o’ th’ woods. Milt. 

2. Severe of manners; harfh; unrelenting; cruel. 

My fometime general, 

I’ve feen thee ftem, and thou had oft beheld 

Heart-hard’ning fpedtacles. Shakefp. Coriolanus . 

Women are foft, mild, pitiful, and flexible; 

Thou ftem, obdurate, flinty, rough, remorfelefs. Shakefph 

The common executioner, 

Whofe heart th’ accudom’d fight of death makes hard. 

Falls not the ax upon the humbled neck, 

But fird begs pardon: will you fterner be 
Than he that deals and lives by bloody drops ? Shakefpeare , 
Did this in Caefar feem ambitious? 

When that the poor have cry’d, Caefar hath wept; 

Ambition (hould he made of fterner duff. Shak. Jul. Cesf 
Then (hall the war, and ftem debate and drife 
Immortal, be the bus’nefs of my life; 

And in thy fane the dudy fpoils among. 

High on the burnifh’d roof, my banner (hall be hung. Dryd . 

How Jtern as tutors, and as uncles hard. 

We ladi the pupil and defraud the ward. Dryden's Perf 

3. Hard ; afflictive. 

If wolves had at thy gate howl’d that ftem time, 

Thou (houldd have faid. Go, porter, turn the key. 

All cruels elfe fubferib’d. ShakeJp. King Ledr. 

Stern, n.f. [yteop, Saxon. Of the fame original withyW.] 
T. The hind part of the (hip where the rudder is placed. 

Let a barbarous Indian, who had never feen a (hip, view the 
feparate and disjointed parts, as the prow and jtern, the ribs, 
mads, ropes, and (brouds, he would form but a very iame 
idea of it, Watts's Improvement of the Mind* 

The; 
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